Historical Notes: The Course of the Battle ©

Turn 1 (September 17, 1944)

The initial landings of airborne troops went off smoothly.  The U.S. 101st Airborne Division's parachute infantry secured the area from Zon (hex 0922) to Veghel (hex 0819).  While the Veghel bridge was seized intact, the bridge at Zon was destroyed by German engineers.  Some attacks were made in the afternoon by a battalion of militarized police based at Tilburg, but the paratroopers pushed the policemen back with little difficulty.  Of more concern was the arrival of the lead elements of the German 59th Division in the Boxtel area.

The U.S. 82nd Airborne Division also achieved complete surprise and by dark had seized the bridge across the Maas at Grave and across the Maas-Waal canal at hex 1311. Remaining elements of the division occupied the wooded heights southeast of Nijmegen.  British 1st Airborne Division had two brigades down north of the Rhine: the 1st Air Landing Brigade in the vicinity of Oosterbeek and the 1st Parachute Brigade in the outskirts of Arnhem.  Upon landing it was discovered that the bridge at Oosterbeek had been demolished.

The overland advance, however, immediately ran into difficulty in the face of stiff resistance by Kampfgruppe Walter.  Kampfgruppe Walter at this time consisted of roughly three regiment sized groups.  In the center was the Luftwaffe Replacement Regiment Hoffmann (less its 2nd Battalion, which was occupied with rear area security) backed up by the heavy tank destroyers and antitank guns of the 10th SS Panzer Division's panzerjaeger (antitank) battalion.  On the left (east) was a provisional unit designated "Sperrverband Heinke" made up of two battalions of SS infantry from the 9th and 10th SS Panzer Divisions.  The 6th Parachute Regiment held the right (west), along with the 6th Luftwaffe Penal Battalion.  The Guards Armored Division only managed to gain about six miles (roughly two hexes) by nightfall.

Turn 2 (September 18, 1944)

During the day additional airborne reinforcements were flown in consisting of one glider battalion of the 101st and the rest of the 1st Airborne Division.

101st Airborne held its two bridges throughout the day against weak attacks by elements of the still-arriving German 59th Division.  However, an attempt to push the Germans out of Best was unsuccessful.  In the afternoon one parachute regiment was dispatched southeast against Eindhoven and by evening had cleared the town of German resistance.

The 82nd Airborne had a busy day.  Elements of the division attacked northeast along the Maas-Waal canal and seized the bridge at hex 1010, although it was heavily damaged in the fighting.  The attack was continued into the outskirts of Nijmegen, but halted by strong enemy resistance.  Further east, troops of the division fought off repeated attacks from arriving elements of the German 406th Reserve Division.

In the lst Airborne Division area, however, events were beginning to turn bad.  Elements of the 1 st Parachute Brigade (mostly consisting of the 2nd Parachute Battalion) had by now seized the northern end of the Arnhem road bridge (hex 1004), but were now cut off by German reserves from the rest of the division.  The troops encountered were elements of both the 9th and 10th SS Panzer Divisions, reinforced by a few miscellaneous units.  The division main body made several un-successful attempts to link up with the troops on the bridge.

In the south, Guards Armored resumed its attacks in the face of continued resistance and made very little progress until Eindhoven was captured from behind by the 101st.  Resistance then began to slacken and by nightfall the lead tanks of the division had made contact with the American paratroopers.

Turn 3 (September 19, 1944)

Poor weather hampered air reinforcement on the 19th, and the glider regiment of the 82nd remained in Britain.  However, the remaining two glider battalions of the 101st did arrive north of Zon just in time to help turn back a German attack on the bridge.  In general, the 101st had to fight hard all day to keep the highway open, but managed to do so as well as capture Best and the highway bridge there.  Now, however, tanks and mechanized infantry of the 107th Panzer Brigade were beginning to push against the 101st lines from the east.

The 82nd also experienced hard fighting as German pressure from the east and southeast increased.  Renewed attempts to take the bridge at Nijmegen again failed.  The Nijmegen bridge was now held by the recon battalion of 9th SS Panzer (which had managed to cross the Arnhem bridge before British paratroopers seized it).

1st Airborne Division's situation was now becoming critical.  The 2nd Parachute Battalion still held on in Arnhem, but a large attack to relieve them by the rest of 1st Parachute Brigade and one battalion of each of the other two brigades in the division resulted in the attacking force being surrounded and largely destroyed.  The rest of the division (two battalions of paratroopers, two glider battalions, and the glider pilots) continued to hold a wide perimeter around Oosterbeek against increasing German pressure from the main body of the 9th SS Panzer Division (from the east) and Kampfgruppe von Tettau (from the west).

Meanwhile, Guards Armored finally had an open road in front of it and went all-out.  It sped up the highway to Grave and then (because the highway bridge at 1010 was too damaged to use) turned right and crossed the Maas-Waal canal at 1211. The lead elements of the division (the Grenadier Guards Group, consisting of the 1st and 2nd Grenadier Guards) then joined a battalion of the 82nd Airborne and put in one more attack on Nijmegen.  Again, however, the attack was unsuccessful.  At the same time, the Coldstream Guards Group was detached to the 82nd to assist its defense in the east.  The failure of the 82nd's glider regiment to arrive was putting a severe strain on the operations around Nijmegen.

South of Guards Armored, much of the rest of the overland force was tied up around Eindhoven pushing back German counterattacks and mopping up pockets of resistance. 43rd Infantry Division, however, did begin moving north.

Turn 4 (September 20, 1944)

The weather worsened and no additional troops were flown into the area of operation.  Pressure on the 101st division seemed to be letting up.  A German attack supported by tanks against Zon caused some concern but was pushed back with the assistance of the Shermans of the 15th Hussars and the 44th Royal Tanks, 107th Panzer Brigade taking a beating in the process.  Now, however, the remnants of the 85th Division had moved into the area between Oss and Boxtel.  While the remaining strength of the division amounted to no more than a battalion, the division commander, Generalleutnant Chill, soon collected an assortment of units (including the 6th Parachute Regiment) and began operations against the highway.

82nd Airborne was still short its glider regiment and thus was becoming extremely short of infantry.  While the 508th Regiment, reinforced by the Coldstream Guards, continued to fend off German attacks from the 406th Division, elements of the 505th and the Grenadier Guards fought for Nijmegen and the 504th prepared to make an assault crossing of the Waal.  By now, the defense of Nijmegen was in the hands of a battalion of the 10th SS, the 9th SS recon having been moved somewhat north as a backstop.  While elements of the 504th crossed just northwest of Nijmegen, the Grenadier Guards again renewed their attack, and the last German resistance in Nijmegen finally caved in.

In the 1st Airborne Division area, the 2nd Parachute Battalion continued to hold throughout the day on the north end of the bridge, but at greatly reduced strength.  The main elements attacking the troops in Arnhem consisted (by now) of the 10th SS Recon Battalion, Kampfgruppe Knaust, and a number of Tiger tanks of the 502nd and 504th Tiger Battalions (with a combined strength of probably no more than 20 Panzer VI's).  The main body of the division consolidated the Oosterbeek position, which included the ferry crossing at 0805.

Turn 5 (September 21, 1944)

Bad weather continued and the 82nd's glider regiment still waited in England.  However, two battalions of the Polish Parachute Brigade were dropped at Driel (hex 0906) to secure the south bank of the Rhine and make it possible to ferry reinforcements to the lst Airborne Division.

101st Airborne had a light day (at least compared to the previous four days) and German resistance in the Eindhoven area had been sufficiently mopped up to allow the 506th regiment to move north of the Wilheimina canal and help push the Germans back from each flank of the road.

82nd Airborne again spent the day fending off strong attacks from the 406th Division.  However, 130th Brigade of the 43rd Division took over the defense of Nijmegen, which allowed the 504th Parachute to move back south of the Waal and stiffen the division's defenses to the east.

1st Airborne Division was coming under increasingly strong attacks and its perimeter around Oosterbeek was beginning to contract.  Some additional troops were arriving to reinforce the assault forces, the most significant being a battalion of assault engineers (the 9th Lehr).  In the afternoon the last paratroopers in Arnhem itself were finally wiped out.

Guards Armored Division attempted a quick breakthrough to Arnhem along the highway but was stopped by the 9th SS Panzer Division's recon battalion defending hex 1006.  Since at this time the Coldstream Guards Group was fighting with the 82nd Airborne and the Welsh Guards Group was defending the bridge at Grave, the division lacked the strength to push any further.  By nightfall, however, the rest of 43rd Division was at Nijmegen and prepared to resume the attack in the morning.

Turn 6 (September 22, 1944)

More bad weather.  With England completely socked in, no troop transports were able to take off.  With more infantry filling the corridor, elements of the 101st were freed to move north and improve the road security between Veghel (hex 0819) and Uden (hex 0917).  However, German attacks spearheaded by the 107th Panzer Brigade succeeded in cutting the road at hex 0918 and attacked hex 0919. The 501st Parachute, assisted by the 44th Royal Tanks and elements of the 506th managed to hold the bridgehead.

The 82nd Airborne, now reinforced by the Shermans of the Nottinghampshire Yeomanry, began clearing the southern banks of the Waal to increase the security of the Nijmegen bridgehead.

1st Airborne Division was again subjected to strong attacks and again lost some ground.

The main drive north of Nijmegen was to be spearheaded by 43rd Division.  While 129th Brigade attacked up the highway toward Arnhem, 214th Brigade attacked northwest but were slowed by stiff German resistance.  By nightfall the 5th Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry had joined the Poles, as had armored cars of the 2nd Household Cavalry.  The rest of the 214th remained near hex 0907 to hold open the route.  Continued attacks directly toward Arnhem and attempts by Guards Armoured to widen the bridgehead to the east were halted by strong German resistance.  Kampfgruppe Knaust with its attached Tigers and 10th SS Recon Battalion now held hex 1006, with the rest of the 10th SS Panzer Division in hexes 1107 and 1207.

Turn 7 (September 23, 1944)

The weather finally cleared, allowing the 325th Glider Regiment of the 82nd Airborne to be dropped north of Grave, while the remaining battalion of the Polish Parachute Brigade was dropped just to the east.

The 101st continued to hold the highway bridge at Veghel and stood off attacks from both the east and west.  In the afternoon the 506th attacked north along the highway and met the Welsh Guards Group attacking south to clear the highway of Germans.

The 82nd continued active patrolling, and the newly arrived glider regiment went into division reserve.  As German pressure was again building, due to the arrival of the 190th Reserve Division, its arrival was timely.

In the area between Nijmegen and Arnhem, by now known as "the island", Guards Armored continued to hold the right flank of the salient open while 43rd Division renewed its attacks.  The 130th Brigade was shifted north to the area of the ferry, with the intention being to ferry it across to reinforce the 1st Airborne.  However, German activity along the road further south had delayed the arrival of engineering equipment and no transfers were possible.  Meanwhile, 129th and 214th Brigades continued to hammer the tough German defenders in hex 1006, but without success.  By now, the King Tigers of 506th Tiger Battalion had arrived to reinforce the 10th SS and Kampfgruppe Knaust.

1st Airborne Division's situation continued to deteriorate.

Turn 8 (September 24, 1944)

Poor flying weather again.

The 101st finally seemed to have gotten the upper hand against its antagonists, consolidating the highway from roughly hexes 0821 through 0917.  However, a late afternoon attack south of Veghel by 107th Panzer Brigade again cut the road.

The 82nd continued its close-in fight with German troops in the Reichswald, and the 325th Glider Infantry entered the fighting line, as did the majority of the German 190th Division.

North of the Waal, Guards Armoured Division (less numerous detachments, but now with 69th Brigade of 50th Division under command) protected the right flank of the bridgehead and attempted to drive east into hexes 1107 and 1207.  Stiff resistance by the 10th SS Panzer Division frustrated the drive, however. 43rd Division improved its hold on the corridor to Driel (hex 0906) by passing the 130th Brigade north.  Bridging engineers were still tied up in the road traffic to the south, however, and the intended transfer of the Polish brigade and one battalion of the 130th Brigade could not be carried out.  To the south, other troops of the 43rd Division, supported by Shermans of the 4th Dragoon Guards, finally clear the Germans from Eist (hex 1006).

1st Airborne Division continued to give ground slowly and take punishment.  By nightfall there were no more than 2000 combat troops left in the division position.

Turn 9 (September 25, 1944)

Weather began to clear, but in view of the deteriorating situation of 1st Airborne Division it was decided not to fly in 52nd Division and instead to attempt to evacuate the British paratroopers at night.

The 101st again attacked trying to clear the road near Veghel.  While the 506th Parachute attacked from the north, arriving elements of the British 50th Division attacked up the road from the south and by dark had again cleared the road.

The 82nd continued to hold and patrol its front aggressively, but German pressure from the Reichswald continued to mount.  It was becoming obvious that additional troops would in all likelihood be required to deal with this threat eventually.

North of the Waal on the "island", Guards Armored and 43rd Divisions continued with the same objectives as on the previous day.  However, the continued delay in arrival of engineer equipment, the near-continuous interruption of road traffic in the Veghel area, and the rapid deterioration of 1st Airborne Division now turned the objective into a rescue mission rather than an attempt to reinforce and consolidate a bridgehead.

The survivors of 1st Airborne Division held out throughout the 25th and on the night of the 25th-26th were ferried across the Lower Rhine.

Turn 10 (September 26, 1944)

101st Airborne and 50th Divisions again succeeded in clearing and securing the highway, and then held it open against minor enemy attacks for the rest of the day.

Further north, the Welsh Guards launched a very successful attack west from Grave that resulted in the capture of Oss and a substantial widening of the flank to the left, while elements of the 50th Division drove wide to the east from the Grave area.

82nd Airborne continued to hold its positions, but plans were now in hand to relieve it with 43rd Division.

North of the Waal, Guards Armored and 43rd Division finally began making good headway against 10th SS Panzer Division and significantly increased the size of the bridgehead.  The remnants of 1st Airborne Division and the Polish Brigade were withdrawn south of the Waal.
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